522     ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH STAGE.

writers.    In Follies Anatomy, by Henry Button,
was said, sarcastically6:

" Blackfriers, or the Paris-garden bears,

" Are subjects fittest to content your ears.

te An amorous discourse, a Poet's wit

" Doth humour best your melancholy fit.

" The Globe to-morrow acts a pleasant play,

" In hearing it consume the irksome day:

" Go take a pipe of To, the crowded stage

" Must needs be graced with you and your page :

" Swear for a place with each controlling fool,

" And send your hackney servant for a stool."

Whether Henry Hutton lived to write more of
Follies Anatomy, at a later period, I am unable to
tell: Another wit of an higher vein of humour found
abundant materials, for his satyrick muse, during sub-
sequent scenes of religious, and political, Contention,
" when civil dudgeon first ran high." The remnant
of the commons of England, in setting forth parlia-
mentarily, their own merits, to the general assembly
of the Kirk of Scotland, boasted, " that they had sup-
pressed all Stage Plays, and interludes, the nurseries
of vice, and profaneness7."

His Mats signe manuell or by writing under the hand and scale
of the said Right Honble Thomas Earle of Arundell and Surrey.
In witness whereof to the one p* of this Indenture the said Wil-
liam D' Avenant hath sett his Hand and Seal the Day and Yeare
first above written.                        William D'Avenant. L. S.

Signed Sealed and Delived                                                     .

In the presence of

Edw. Penruddoks,

Michael Baker.

6  Printed for Walbank, 1619, in 12mo.

7  In a Letter from the House of Commons in England to the
General Assembly of Scotland: Printed by Husband, in 1648.